THE  VICTORIANS  AND  AFTER
and many other plays, of which Old Heads and Toung Hearts, 18445 The Poor of New York, The Willow Copse and After Dark, 1868, may be noted
Dion Boucicault was the author of some hundred and twenty-four plays, most of them failures, but some of them startling successes His first great success, London Assurance, was described by Poe as "that despicable mass of inanity", and by Archer as "probably the shallowest and flashiest production that ever passed for serious comedy" But it reappears sporadically Boucicault had no ideas to impart, there is very little literary merit in his plays, but he had every trick of the stage readily at his disposal His latest plays were failures, but his group of Irish melodramas, relieved by a certain amount of passable comedy, deserved, in that age, the applause that greeted them In this group, notably in The Colleen Bawn, Arragh-na-Pogue and The Shaughraun, he broke away from the old type character which had been his stock-in-trade and the stilted stage-speech he had previously employed, and produced something fresh It can be said, therefore, that he did something towards liberating the stage for the emergence of that revival which he lived to see, but in which he did not share After Dark has recently been revived with success in America
There is a Life by Townshend Walsh See also William Archer in The Old Drama and the New
TAYLOR, TOM (1817-80)
Masks and Faces (with Charles Reade), 1854 (acted in 1852) Still Waters Run Deep, 1855
Our American Cousin, 1858   (This play contains Taylor's best known character,, Lord Dundreary, but it is fair to add that the part was written up by the actor, E A Sothern) Lady Clancarty, 1874, and many other plays, about seventy in all
The early plays were collected in 1854, the historical dramas in 1877
Taylor in his prose dramas, such as The Contested Election, 1859, and The Ticket-of-Leave Man, 1863,, did his best to deal with contemporary life, and the plays are still readable Less so, but not disagreeable, are his historical dramas in verse, Anne Boleyn, 18753 and Joan of Arc, 1871 Arkwnghfs Wife, 1873, ln prose, shows that he realised something important to humanity had happened in the last fifty years His verse goes well, and is not pseudo-Elizabethan pastiche, and his prose is good colloquial
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